WHAT IS DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE?

The California Domestic Violence Preven-
tion Act is ouliined in the Family Code and
provides definitions for abuse and domeslic
violence in sections 6200, et seq

In common fanguage, if you have been beal-
an, cut, kicked, threatened, staiked or raped
by your spouse, former spousa or partner,
by the father or mother of your children, by
someone you have deled or lived with in a
dating relationship or by a family member,
you may be the viclim of domestic violence.

Family members are defined as your par-
ents, grandparents, brother, sister, children
or grandchildren.

WHAT CAN THE COURT DO?

Restraining orders and protective orders
can be obhained from the Court. Restrain-
Ing orders and protective orders are rulings
by the Court that may prohibit your assail-
ant from hamning you or your children. The
{ollowing are different kinds of protective/re-
siraining orders:

Emergency Protective Order (EPO)

This can be issued to you right away at
the request of a police officer. It is only
vahd for five to seven days (5 court days
or 7 calendar days, whichever is short-
er [Family Code ~section 6256]). You
can apply to exend the Court order.

Temporary Restraining Order (TRO}

You can apply to the Court for a TRO. A
TRO lakes eflecl immediately and {asis up
to 21 days. During this time. the reslrained
person must be served with a copy of the
order and the notice of the hearing date. A
st of court locations where you can request
a TRO is included in this brochure,

Order After Hearing

If 8 TRO Is granied, it will expire on tha date
of the hearing. At lbe hearing, Llhe Judge
may exlend the reslraining order up to 5
yaars [Family Code saction §345).

Criminal Protective Order

it criminal charges are broughl against the
defendant by the Dislrict AHomey orf the
City Attorney, the Judge may issue a pro-
tective order for withesses andfor victims at
the defendant’s arraignment or at any other
criminal proceeding. These orders may be
extended by the Judge through the term of
probation. The terms and condilions of the
prolective order remain enforceable, not-
withstanding, any acls of the parties and
may only be changed by Court order.

WHAT MUST YOU DO?

When a TRO is issued at your request, the
Courl gwes a copy of the order to law en-
forcement. You should keep-a copy of the
order in your possession. You must arrange

1o have a copy of the order and notice of the

hearing given to the resirained person. This
is called “service.” You cannot serve the

order yourself, I must be served by some-
one gver the age of 18, The police can be
asked lo serve il for you.

Il you need lo call Ihe police because of
some act by the restrained person before
heishe has been served, the police will give
the reslrained person nolice of the terms
of the order [Family Code section 6383).

WHAT LAW
ENFORCEMENT CAN DO

The police may amest a restrained person
who viclales a proteclive order when that
person has had notice of the terms of the
order. The following ereé methods of groving
the restrained person hes had notice of the
order:

1. Personal service with a signed proof of
service form. (Personal service of the
TRO Is required.)

2. Nolice resulting from the appearance of
the restrained person in Court when the
order is made.

a. The TRO was personaily served on
the restrained person with a notice of
hearing, even if the restrained person
did not appear at the hearing; and

t. The terms and the Order After
Hearing are ldentecal to the TRO except

the duration for the order and a copy of

- the Order After Heanng was mailed to

the restrained pe:&on [Family Code

section 6384].
3. A Criminal Protective Order is served by
the Court, no addibonal notice is required.

WHAT ABOUT A
PROTECTIVE ORDER FROM
ANOTHER STATE?

if you have a prolective/restrainng order
Lhal was issued in another stale or lermtory
of lhe United States, the order wili be
considered vatid if the issuing Court had
jurisdiction under lhe laws of that slais,
tribe, or teritory. There is a presumption
that the order is valid if it appears aulhentic
[Family Code seclion 8402(e)).

{n order to ensure enforcement, you should
be prepared efther to show or indicate Lhal
the defendant has had notice of the out-of-
stata order.

NOTICE OF INMATE’S
RELEASE

itis the responsibility of the victim to request
notification of an inmate’s release.

For inmates in custody in the Los Angeles
County Jail, please contact: Los Angeles
County VINE (victim Information & Notifica-
tion Everyday} at 1-877- VINE-M_A {1-877-
B46-3452).

For inmates: serving sentences in the State
Prison system, please contact the Califor-

nia Department of Comections and Reha-

bilitation, Office of V'chm & Suwfvor Rights
& Sanﬂces at 1-877- 256»68?? :

For additionat |nfonnabon please visit the
websita at: www.cdcr.ca.gov. Victim_Ser-
vices/index.himt
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